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To The Editor: 
Although I am sympathetic to the view of John 
Seward who pleads (Knothole, Oct. 19, 1981) for greater 
"environmental activism" on the ESF campus, I would 
like to correct three questionable assumptions expressed 
in his letter. 
John says, "We are environmentalists first, then 
we are wildlife biologists, foresters,landscape 
architects, etc.- No, John, it is the other way around: 
we are professionals first: we are specialists in 
some phase of environmental sciences (plural) or 
forestry, and, most importantly, it is from that 
platform of expertise that we should speak when we 
address environmental issues. Simply stated, your 
professional competence in wildlife biology, forestry 
or landscape architecture is what gives you credibility 
and clout in achieving environmental goals. Your 
success in the role of an environmentalist (however 
that may be defined) is directly proportional to your 
skills and understanding in those environmental issues 
you espouse. 	(continued on page 3) 
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S.U.N.Y. College of Environmental Science and Forestry 
POLICY AND DEADLINES 
The Knothole is the student publication of the State University of New York 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry. It is published every Monday 
during the school year. The deadline for submitting pieces for publication is 
Friday, NOON, of the week before they are to appear. Letters to the Editor will 
not be printed unless they are signed. Articles must also contain the writer's 
name(names will be deleted on request). Letters to the Editor do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the paper's staff. We strongly encourage any counterviews, 
articles, notices, suggestions, or new staff members. The Knothole Staff meets in 
room 404 Bray Nall, every Monday at 4:30PM and every Friday at Noon. The office 
will be open at other times to receive input from the campus community. 
 
" There's nothing in here !" 
 
Too often I have heard this comment in 
regards to the  Knothole. To be quite honest, 
I'm afraid that sometimes this comment may 
be true. 
The Knothole staff is a very busy (and 
small) group, and unfortunately finds little 
time to research or write feature articles. 
Cary, Cheryl, Eric and I are each involved 
with two or three other community and campus 
activities: Student Council, Backyard Nature 
Program, BMC, Empire Forester, Runners Club, 
Woodsmens' Team...etc.. 	Presently, we can 
find just about enough time to edit, type, 
proof-read, layout, and collate the Knothole 
We encourage both students and faculty 
to submit feature length articles, essays, 
or stories. Stumpies: what was the subject 
of your last term paper? Professors: what 
projects are you currently involved with? 
The more input we receive, the more inter-
esting the  Knothole can be. We need YOUR 
help!!!! Thanks — 
HO HO HO 
Ya better watch out, 
Ya better not cry, 
Better check your credits, 
If ya wanna say, "bye", 
December grads are blowing this town... 
Hey: you THINK you're graduating this 
December? Well Buckos, Check with the 
Offices of Admissions and Registrar to 
make sure you have enough credits and the 
right ones. Otherwise, there will be coal 





Three environmental education-oriented 
students are needed to accompany approx-
imately 20 handicapped high school students 
and two teachers on an overnight camping 
trip to Highland Forest in early November. 
If interested, call Sally Slocum at 685- 
8361 between 9:15 am and 3:00 pm or see 














Cary and Fred 





Dr. William Stiteler 
 
To The Editor 
(continued from page 1) 
Further, I caution you not to equate 
"environmental activism" with the envir-
onmental movement. Environmental activism 
may be the sub-set of adversarial politics 
necessary to popularize a particular cause, 
and public pressure admittedly does wonders 
in our democratic system. Yet there are 
many less controversial ways to achieve 
most of our goals as well. The guy who 
talks loudest is not necessarily the best 
informed or the guy who works hardest towards 
the shared objective , nor is he ipso facto 
the mcst effective with his efforts, what-
ever his noise. 
Lastly, I would gently challenge your 
allegegation that whereas SU has their 
environmentalist clubs "here where we 
have an entire campus of environmentalists 
there are none." Thirty-two of your class-
mates (members of the Bob Marshall Club) 
were this past weekend "absent' because 
they were off in the Adirondack High Peaks 
helping DEC rangers correct environmental 
problems in the mountain trail system. 
These students are putting their backs to 
work as well as their voice. Similarly, 
nearly every week, there is a meeting of 
the SAF student chapter or the Wildlifers 
or some other student club examining the 
resource-environmental issues of the day 
falling within their respective area of 
academic and professional provenance. 
The educational function of these student-
initiated activities, in conjunction with 
the several academic programs and curricula 
being pursued by the participants, makes 
for far more effective "environmentalists" 
coming from this campus than do hours of 
amateur "activism" lacking the solid subject 
matter that qualifies you to solve the 
environmental issues that others may just 
shout about. 
John is right in his last point: we need 
the courage to act, and the time is now, 
but in the sense, it is time to educate our-
selves as professional people who can later 
speak with the professional credibility and 
authority that brings about that which we 
profess. 
I do not wish to fault John in his idealism. 
I just wish to uphold the equal idealism of 
those quieter folks here who are struggling 
to qualify themselves eventually to resolve  
environmental problems when they later have 
the technical skills provided thru our 
established curricula at the College of 
Environmental Science and Forestry. Certainly, 
it is proper for us all to register our 
Thank-you 
Mike O'Brien 
Peace Corps Rep. 
4th floor Bray Hall 
support or opposition to the grand issues 
of the day-- such as the Watt problem John 
alludes to-- but it is equally important 
to realize our best response to those higher 
issues is to become expert and professional 
in them ourselves and then fight and work 
like hell to correct the situation. A lot 
of us less-vocal people here at the College 
are trying to do just that in our own ind-
ividual way, and I trust John and his kin 
will try to understand our choice of alter-
nate route to the common objective. The 




There will be an informational meeting 
for all those interested in possibilities 
with the Peace Corps this Thursday, Oct.29. 
In addition to a candid discussion with 
several former volunteers, there will be 
a movie "The Toughest Job You'll Ever Love.' 
I would encourage all those interested 
persons to attend who may be considering 
Peace Corps. This meeting is geared towards 
entertaining your more general questions 
about Peace Corps. I will be available to 
answer more specific questions pertaining 
to forestry or fisheries opportunities. 
Now is the time to start on your appli-
cation process because we are currently 
filling positions for spring, summer, and 
fall of 1982. Your chances of obtaining 
a position are much greater if you apply 
early. Come in and lets talk about what 
we have to offer each other. 
PEACE CORPS AT S.U. 
Place: Maxwell Hall, 2nd floor 
Conference room 
Date: 	Thur.,Oct.29,1981 







"LIVE" MUSIC  
PARTY 
FRIDAY, OCT. 30 
9-1:00 P. M. 
NI FKIN LOUNGE 
SAF 
An excellent introduction to the "Forest 
Resource Planning in NYS" was provided by 
Karyn Bartow last Thursday night at our 
third meeting of the semester. After a slide 
presentation Karyn candidly fielded quest-
ions on the DEC's involvement and coordin-
ation concerning this plan. We'd like to 
thank her for an enjoyable and informative 
talk, and also thank those who attended. 
This Thursday and Friday (Oct.29&30) 
we will be selling the last of our unique 
"Beaver" T-shirts in front of Marshall 
Aud. These shirts have become part of the 
ESF environment over the past years, and on 
this campus they have been more popular than 
anything Jordache or Sassoon have come 
up with. They're only $4.25, so get yours 
while they last. Also- hardhats at $6.50 
and 1982 calendars at $2.50 will be on sale. 
Thanks, 
T. Gifford 
P.S. "Alaska" is coming to the ESF campus. 




Hey stumpies! It's that time again! It's 
time for the annual  KNOTHOLE CREATIVITY CONTEST! 
It's time to express those latent talents. 
There are four categories: feature article, 
poetry, art, and cartoon. 
Please follow these guidelines for the 
art and cartoon entries: Make them no larger 
than 8 1/2" by 11", leave at least a 3/8" 
margin on all sides for a full page drawing, 
and use black ink or marker on white paper. 
Entries labeled Creativity Contest should 
be dropped in the KNOTHOLE mailbox in the 
basement of Marshall Hall by 12:00 noon on 
Friday, Nov.27. More than one entry may 
be submitted. The winners in each category 
will receive a cash $$$$ prize. 4 
THE LEAGUE OF THE BRUTALLY TACTLESS ® 
TACTLESSLY PRESENTS 
The Cunia To English Translator 
The following is a list of essential vocabulary words and phrases 
needed to complete Forest Biometrics: 
Cuniaisms 	 English Translation 
fursafual 	 first of all 
how long is gonna take 	 how long this activity will take to 
finish 
constand 	 constant 
audder other 
leanerlee 	 linearly 
another table 	 ANOVA Table 
cone-cedar consider 
trute 	 truth 
chence chance 
teta-cup 	 theta hat 
twee 	 tree 
groat growth 
fort 	 forth 
re check-tet 	 reject it 
what value read? 	 what is the value 
distibooshun 	 distribution 
isgonnabe 	 equals 
calcoolate calculate 
grupt 	 grouped 
cee lect select 
807 and 500 	 807,500 
Take this guide with you to Babblemetrics and refer to it often. 




Tours, demonstrations, poster presenta-
tions and a speech by one of the country's 
most distinguished botanists will highlight 
the open house planned for ESF's Greenhouse 
Friday and Saturday, November 6 and 7. 
ESF will host the open house to celebrate 
the reopening of the Illick Hall glasshouses 
and the rebuilding of the College's botan-
ical collection, announced College President 
Edward E. Palmer. A January 4 equipment 
malfunction at a steam control panel 
destroyed a substantial portion of the 
College's botanical collection housed on 
Illick's fifth floor. 
The open house scheduled for November 6 
and 7, said Palmer, is planned to "celebrate 
the restoration of the plant collection with 
our friends and neighbors in the Syracuse 
community and provide thanks to the many 
people and institutions who made this re-
birth possible." 
Open house activities begin Friday at 
1 p.m. with tours of the greenhouse con-
ducted by members of ESF's Botany Club. 
The tours will be run approximately every 
15 minutes from the Illick Hall foyer and 
will continue until 3 p.m. 	ESF faculty 
members and graduate students in the Dept. 
of Environmental and Forest Biology will 
be on hand in the individual glasshouses 
to explain the plant specimens and their 
uses in instruction and research programs 
at the College. 
A formal rededication ceremony will be 
held on Friday beginning at 3:30 p.m. in 
Room 5 Illick Hall. The highlight of the 
ceremony will be the keynote address by 
Dr. Hugh T. Iltis, director of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison's herbarium. 
Iltis will speak at 4 p.m. on "The Fate of 
Life on Earth: The Role of Botanical Gar-
dens and Living Collections." Iltis is a 
noted maize researcher, projects aimed at 
increasing the world food supply. An in-
formal reception for persons in attendance 
will follow Iltis' address. 
On Saturday, the Botany Club will again 
conduct tours of the greenhouse for the 
general public from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 	In 
addition, faculty and graduate students 
from ESF and members of several local garden 
clubs will present lectures, demonstrations 
and poster presentations on a variety of 
topics of interest to lay persons. The 
presentations will take place in Illick's 
fourth floor dendrology laboratory. 
ESF's botanical collection was largely 
rebuilt through purchases made possible 
through a $68,000 addendum to ESF's budget 
from State University Central and the Divi-
sion of the Budget. Most of the purchases, 
explained Dr. Fredrick A. Valentine, 
faculty supervisor of the greenhouse opera-
tion and chairman of the open house organ-
izing committee, were made at the New York 
Botanical Gardens and the Carey Arboretum, 
the Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania, and 
the L. H. Hortorium at Cornell University. 
Almost one-third of the purchases were made 
from commercial greenhouses in California 
and Florida, although, said Valentine, efforts 
were made to purchase plant materials from 
Central New York area suppliers whenever 
possible. 
"There were numerous gifts of individual 
plants," Valentine said, "from students, 
staffers and a great many people in the 
Syracuse area." Substantial donations of 
plants or cash were made by a number of 
individuals or organizations, including 
Mrs. Douglas H. Barclay, wife of the New 
York State senator; ESF alumnus Ira A. Lane 
of Florida; and members of the Syracuse 
Chapters of the American Orchid Society and 
the African Violet Society. 
"Although some specimens have not yet 
been replaced, or we are not able to replace," 
Valentine commented, "our collection has 
been restored to its former value in terms 
of a teaching and demonstration botanical 
collection. 	In some instances, such as 
species diversity, our collection is now 
improved over what it was." 
We hope everyone who expressed interest 
and sorrow over our losses in January will 
join us this November for the open house to 
help us in this celebration," Valentine said. 
6 
:tat^. 4. 	TA JP 
  
BOTANY CLUB 
The Botany Club will have a mandatory 
meeting Tuesday, October 27, at 7:00 p.m. 
in Room 11 Illick Hall, to discuss the 
pumpkin sale. Please try to attend. 
Yes, folks, that's right! It's time 
for the one and only first annual Stumpie 
Pumpkin Sale! The Botany Club in joint 
effort with the Mollet Club is sponsoring 
this timely event. Our quad will turn 
into a pumpkin patch this Wednesday and 
Thursday, October 28 and 29, from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. each day. Purchase your Halloween 
pumpkins here! The proceeds will go toward 
prize money at the ESF Halloween party. 




Internships are available in the follow-
ing substantive areas: 
Energy Conservation Legislation. 
Hazardous and Toxic Waste Control 
Legislation and Regulation. 
The "Bottle Bill" and Resource Recovery. 
Land Use and Forest Preserve Issues. 
Media and Public Relations. 
The internships begin in early January 
and last until the end of the legislative 
session. The intern can expect a lengthy 
orientation period, extensive background 
reading requirements, and on-the-job train-
ing. 
To apply, send a letter of application 
and a resume by November 13, 1981 to: 
Environmental Planning Lobby 
196 Morton Ave. 
Albany, New York 12202 
For additional information, contact 
Judith Enck, Associate Director, at 518-
462-5526 
7 
Student Action Day 
The Student Association of the State 
University (SASU) has slated October 28 
for a Statewide Student Action Day. Indi-
vidual SUNY campuses across the state will 
join to oppose the additional 12% reduc-
tion President Reagan has proposed for 
higher education. 
On Student Action Day, SASU urges all 
students to call US Senator Alphonse 
D'Amato (R-NY), a member of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee to communicate 
their concerns regarding the additional 
proposed reductions in education. D'Amato 
has been a major supporter of President 
Reagan's proposed budget cuts. 
The Senate will be the main target of 
Student Action Day because they are pro-
posing additional reductions beyond the 
already proposed 12% or 2 billion from 
the executive budget proposals. New York 
receives 24% of the total funds appro-
priated for higher education. 
In addition to Student Action Day, stu-
dents are asked to promote a letter-writing 
campaign the week of October 21-28. This 
campaign should be targeted at the House 
of Representatives who, until now, have 
shown a great deal of opposition to the 
proposed Reagan cuts. SUNY students should 
also ask the House members to hold the line 
on any additional cuts. 
"It is obvious that President Reagan and 
Senator D'Amato have no conception of the 
degree that these cuts will hurt not only 
students but all people. What this has 
resulted in is the organization of many 
coalitions around the state and across the 
nation," says Julia Leavy, Executive Vice 
President of SASU. "Student Action Day 
should result in the heightening of student 
awareness of the issue." 
•CATCHALL•••••• 
*** Hey Trapper, how's your Warbler ** 
#*# To my secret admirer- cut it out! FOX 
Barb, let's pick up your dry cleaning 
every Friday at Buggsy's 
**Hey V, have those Polish football players 
read your Common Hints for Camping yet??? 
??? Is there really much of a difference 
between "a good ho" and a bad one???? 
***** BEBS: I LOVE YOU !!!! L.S.**** 
From up North 
Toxics in N.Y. 
Walter L.T. Hang, author of a recent 
study, The Ravaged River: Toxic Chemicals 
in the Niagra River, will be speaking on 
October 28, 7:30 in Marshall Auditorium. 
The study was just featured on CBS Sixty 
Minutes. 
Hang, staff scientist of NYPIRG, will 
be addressing this study and the toxic 
problem in New York State. He has co-author-
ed other NYPIRG studies on toxic problems 
on Long lsland and in the Hudson River. Both 
studies were cited by the President's 
Council on Environmental Quality in its an-
nual report. NYPIRG has also been awarded 
a certificate of merit appreciation by the 
Environmental Protection Agency for its 
toxic work. 
Hey Syracuse:!!! Yes, we're alive and 
well?!? Just been a little "under the 
weather" lately, mostly wet weather. Here's 
the news: 
On October 13th, National Hank Day was 
celebrated at Wanakena Campus (no pun in-
tended, Jay). Hanks of every size and shape 
stalked the halls of the Ranger School con-
versing on such topics as that bieg (sic) 
Apple, New York home of some of the Hanks. 
Just to be thankful, it was a national 
holiday and not a week. 
Last week our Second Section had an in-
timate introduction to soils. They not only 
felt these wet soils for texture, but tast-
ed, snorted, and even an adventurous few 
tried listening closely to them. Many of 
the second section's crazed soilists packed 
the soil onto their friend's clothing, pre-
sumably to find relative weight and hold-
ing capacity of soils to differint materials. 
Conclusions will be reached only after they 
do their laundry. 
And finally, our quote for the week.... 
"Never do nothin nobody tells ya not to do" 
-- A Gary Barter original. 
See ya next week, Syracuse, and watch 
out for Izzywigs. 
P.S. 	We challenge you to a swim meet next 










The brothers at KO enjoyed another wild 
week. Saturday at homecoming we welcomed 
back our alumni with a pig roast. We had a 
10.  
1.  
80 pound porker on the spit and had a great 2.  
time cooking it all day. 3.  
Wednesday night we serenaded the S.U. 4.  
sororities as part of the Greek week dirty 5.  
song contest. Most of the girls preferred 6.  
our version of Country Roads and Arnie. They 7.  
provided the beer at each of their houses 8.  
and we provided the song. Naturally, "a 9.  
good time was had by all" 10.  
Glenn Lindsley 
Publicity Chairman 
DENDRO REVIEW QUIZ 
Found only on sailboats. 
Tree of skunks and prisoners. 
Which tree is not a tree? 
Which tree is edible when green? 
Which tree has a glabrous crown? 
Best tree to fall on. 
Tree sought by fisherman. 
Which tree won't float? 







Soft Pine, Soft Maple 
Bass Wood, Shadbush 
Ironwood 
Spruce 
Yellowwood, Yellow Pine, Yellow Birch 
8 
Poetry 
	 EMPIRE FORESTER 
To My Special Friend 	 9th to the 14th (Monday through Saturday) 
Senior pictures will be taken on November 
from 9-4 pm in the Moon Library Conference 
Like so many times before, I try 
	
Room. 
to find the proper words to relay 
	
You will be able to sign up for a time 
my feelings- 	 and day from November 2 through the 6th 
but as always, I search in vain- 
	 (Monday - Friday). The sign up sheet will 
I know of no such words. 	 be posted outside Small Stores (B-19 Mar- 
(although I feel that mere words could 
	
shall): 
not express the beauty of our relationship) 	Those people who ordered 1981 Yearbooks 
There are times when I feel lonely- 	 please pick them up in Small Stores so we 
I think of you and the things will know how many we have left to sell. 
we've done- 	 Orders for this year's book can be placed 
I smile, and my loneliness banishes. 	at Small Stores also. The total price of the 
There are times when I am happy- 
	 book is $7.50. Bring a deposit when ordering. 
I wish you were here, with me, There will be a yearbook meeting this 
sharing my happiness- 	 Wednesday, October 28th at 7:30 pm. Our 
but I realize that is impossible. 	 yearbook representative, Sue Wilcher, will 
It doesn't matter how many miles are discuss layout designs and photo cropping. 
between us 
Or 
how many months since we've been 
together 
You will always be my special friend. 
Linda Lassig 	 CATCHALL ** 
Bill H. - PULL YOUR PANTS UP  
...SUE & CEIL - WHERE 
In the Ginsing Patch  
lairs. THE WAY THE MONEY GOES 
ROUND AND ROUND ... AND IT 
ten 
	COMES out 1-tertE 
cotton. 
"FORESTS TEND NOT TO BE  
LOCATED wrrw PEOPLE" 
HEY CRAZY JOHN 	- "I COULDA 
ACED THAT TEST IF I KNEW 
 I WUZ DOIN'" 
Attention Swinette pledges: the initiation 
is soon... Swinettes 1 and 2 are thinking, 
of something suitable.... or unsuitable!!! 
** Sister Sue- I think the mother sup- 
erior won't mind the dog on the sunporch!! 
To all you 'little boys" from Huntington.. 
HELLO 	  
Autumn brings a change of hue, 
A dust of frost and no more dew. 
A box of Crayolas can be seen everywhere 
as chipmunks and squirrels seek their winter la 
Old pumpkins and cornstalks still can be found 
when beechnuts and acorns cover the ground. 
Weathered barns, stonewalls, and all that's forgot 
prepare for the coming months beneath winter's 
Vast fields of grass that stood firm and high 
fade off to sleep with a slight little sigh. 
The offspring of buds are all strewn about 
the prism of colors all wanting to shout. 
The canvas once wet, stands dry in the sun 
a picture of awe ... colored for everyone. 
The palette's beenused to its full extent 
the brushes worn and Fall packs his tent. 
Autumn may come only once a year in this place 
but once a year in this place 




Monday, October 26  
4:30 p.m. 	Study Skills Workshop 
Room 211 Walters 
Refreshments at 4:15 p.m. 
OPEN TO ALL 
6:00 p.m. 	Student Council meeting 
Marshall Lounge 
NOTE NEW TIME & PLACE 
Tuesday, October 27  
6-8 p.m. 	Student Affairs Offices open 
104 Bray Hall 
8-9 p.m. 	Student Leaders Workshop 
216 Bray 
Open to present and future 
student leaders. 
Wednesday, October 28  
7:30 p.m. 	Chemists in Action-- 
Laboratory Safety Seminar 
5 Illick 
7:00 p.m. 	Recycling Club--Walter Hang 
(NYPIRG) speaking on Toxic 
Wastes 
Marshall Auditorium 
Thursday, October 29  
12:00 noon "Women in the Work World" #2 
Moon Libr. Conf. Room 
S. O'Rourke 
Friday, October 30 PARENTS WEEKEND 
9-1:00 a.m. Halloween Party 
Nifkin Lounge 
Costumes required. Free 
admission. Faculty and staff 
encouraged to attend!! 
( 
1 
"---7-.-- -- ----- ...--,_>.- ___2----.:„,,,---._ _-r--------..---/ 
NEH FELLOWSHIPS AT CENTERS FOR 
ADVANCED STUDY 
1982-83 
National Endowment for the Humanities an-
nounce the availability of NEH Fellowships 
at Centers for Advanced Study for 1982-83. 
A brochure, or additional information, is 
available at the Office of Financial Aid, 






Saturday, November 7  
All Day 	Woodsmen's Team 
Intercollegiate Competition 
Hendricks Field 
(Next to Baker Lab) 
9:00 p.m. 	Square Dance 
Marshall Lounge 
Thursday, November 12  
4:15 p.m. 	GSA Lecture 
Garrey Carruthers 
Dept. of the Interior 
(under James Watt) 
speaking on "Natural 
Resource Mgt. in the '80's" 
Marshall Auditorium 
HELP 
The Office of Career and counseling Ser-
vices will sponsor the following programs 
this semester to help you help hourself in 
areas of common difficulty. 
Nov. 2 Stress Management 7 pm 
Nifkin Lounge 
Nov. 5 Graduate School Selection 4 pm 
319 Marshall 
Nov. 9 Decision Making 4 pm 
321 Bray 
Nov. 16 Resume Writing 7 pm 
321 Bray 
Nov. 18 Interviewing 7 pm 
321 Bray 
Nov. 19 Environmental Intern Program 
Noon Moon Conference Room 
Nov 19 Summer Employment 4 pm 
319 Marshall 
Don't forget you have the right to com-
plete access to all services at S.U.: 
Counseling, Placement, etc., as well as 
those offered in the Career and Counseling 
Services Office of 107 Bray Hall. 
NI I 	COMING SOON!!! 
Thursday, November 5  
12-1:00 p.m. "Women in the Work World" #3 
Moon Libr. Conf. Rm. 
10 
